~ on December 17th shows that the medical staffs of twenty- 
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British Aledical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES, 
Conference of Representatives of Medical Staffs of 
Hospitals. 

We announced last week that the Conference of repre- 
sentatives of medical staffs of hospitals in England and 
Wales, called by the British Medical Association, would be 
held at the house of the Royal Society of Medicine on 
Tuesday morning, December 21st, with Sir James Galloway, 
Senior Physician to Charing Cross Hospital, in the chair. 
Owing to the approach of Christmas we go to press this 
week a day earlier than usual, and we are therefore unable 
to report the Conference in our present issue, but a full 
account will appear next week. The list of representa- 
tives issued by the Medical Department of the Association 


one London hospitals and fifty-five provincial hospitals 
had then accepted the invitation to send representatives. 
The motions on the agenda paper are grouped under two 
main headings: (1) Present financial position of voluntary 
hospitals; (2) attitude of members of medical staffs of 
voluntary hospitals as regards paying patients. The con- 
cluding motion, to be proposed by the Chairman, is: 
“ That the Conference proceed to consider tle question of 
submitting evidence before the Government Committee, 
and the arrangement for witnesses therefor.” The Govern- 
ment Committee referred to is that appointed by the 
Minister of Health “to inquire into and report upon the 
financial position of the voluntary hospitals throughout 
the country, and to make recommendations.” 


Local Medical Advisory Committees. 

In a Current Note on December 11th, p. 158, we 
announced the constitution of the Bradford Advisory 
Medical Committee, and added that so far as we were 
aware this was the first local medical advisory committee 
to be set up. We now learn from Dr. J. Middleton Martin, 
County Medical Officer of Health for Gloucestershire, that 
the provisional Medical Advisory Committee of the 
Gloucestershire Scheme held its first meeting at Berkeley 
on July 14th, 1920, and the full Medical Advisory 
Committee met for the first time on December 8th. 


Kleetings of Branches and Divisions. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES Branco: East MERTFORDSHIRE 
DIVISION. 
A MEETING of this Division, to which non-members were 
invited, was hell at the County Hospital, Hertford, on Decem- 
ber’15th. Dr. S. ALWyN SmitrH, D.S.O., M.C., of Cardiff, 
delivere:| a most instructive and interesting British Medical 
Association lecture on ‘ The treatment of fractures,” illustrated 
by lantern slides. He also demonstrated manipulations. The 
next lecture will be given by Dr. 'l’. Freeman (London), on 
“Asthma from the immunological point of view,’ on 
Wednesday, February 2nd, 1921. 
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Association Notices. 
BorDER CouNnTIES BrANcH.— A meeting of the Border 
Counties Branch will be held at Carlisle on Friday, January _ 
14th, 1921, when Major Sinclair will give his Demonstration on 
the Treatment of Fractures, in the Lowther Hall, Lowther 
Street,at 3.30 p.m. The various methods of treatment will be 


shown, and a lantern demonstration given. There will be a 
dinner of the members in the evening. 


INSURANCE. . 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
The London Panel Committee. 

Sir,—There is one argument in the letter of the London 
Panel Committee in the SUPPLEMENT of December 11th, 
to which it seems to me that Dr. Brackenbury, in his 
answer published on December 18th, gives an inadequate 
reply. After stating that ‘‘it is felt that the expense ”’ of 
the Conference of Local Medical and Panel Committees 
‘‘ should in no part be borne by any outside association or 
union,’’ the London Panel Committee goes on to say that 
they ‘‘believe that a majority of their members are loyal 
members of the Association, who regard it as in the best 
interests of the Association that it should be free to voice 
the views of all classes of the profession, and should not be 
open to the criticism that it is unevenly dominated by the 
interests cf insurance practitioners or of any other section 
of its members.”’ The only passage in Dr. Brackenbury’s 
letter in which he can be said to deal with this argument 
is one in which he states that the ‘‘chief duty of the 
Insurance Acts Committee is to watch over the interests 
of the whole profession in its relation to the National 
Health Insurance Acts and their developments,’’ and that 
‘‘modification of the remuneration of insurance practi- 
tioners or of the regulations under which they work may 
seriously affect other kinds of practice.”’ ; 

It seems to me that the statement of the London Panel 
Committee and Dr. Brackenbury’s answer should be very 
carefully considered by the profession in general and by 
the British Medical Association in particular. At present 
there are 12,000 practitioners on the panel, so that there must 
be at least 8,000 general practitioners in this country who do 
not undertake Insurance Act work, Are these 8,000 practi- 
tioners content that the Insurance Acts Committee should 
watch over their interests? and as a matter of fact does 
the Insurance Acts Committee do so? Let me take one 
question. I believe that quite a large number of the 8,000 
would like to see an inquiry instituted into the working of 
the Insurance Acts with a view to ascertaining whether 
the panel system is the best that can be devised in the 
interests of the community. Through such an inquiry it 
would be possible to find out what value to attach to the 
numerous allegations as to the inefficiency of the panel 
service, and to discover in what kind of area, if any, the 
system is a failure, and in what areas it is a success. Tt 
is possible to suggest that an association ‘free to voice 
the views of all classes of the profesaion ’’ would be better 
able to press for such an inquiry than a committee whose 
chief duty—pace Dr. Brackenbury—is surely to watch over 
the interests of the panel practitioner. Dr. Brackenbury 


[867] 


| 
| 
| | — 
| 
| | | 
‘ | 
| 
| 
| 
t, | 
| 
- | 
e 
h 
1e 
| 
a | 
i | 
xis | | 
ni | 
en 
| : 
~ 


170 DEC. 25, 1920] NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 


describes the constitution of the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee; and it would seem difficult to imagine a committee 
so constituted adopting any other conception of its duty. 

In replying to the opinion of the London Panel Com- 
mittee, that ‘‘the cost of the Conference of Local Medical 
and Panel Committees and of its exgcutive should be borne 
by practitioners through their Panel Committees,’’ Dr. 
Brackenbury says that ‘‘the National Insurance Defence 
Trust has been instituted with this as one of its chief 
objects.’’ Are we to infer from this that the cost of the 
Conference and its executive is at present borne by that 
Trust ? 

As a member of the Council of the Association I must 
confess that at times I am disheartened by a fecling that 
we are open to the criticism that the Association is 
‘‘ unevenly dominated in the interests of insurance practi- 
tioners.’’ And I believe that I am not alone in this feeling. 
If this is so, I cannot help thinking that at the present time 
every effort should be made to remove any trace of such 
a feeling. So long’ as it remains it must surely be difficult 
for.the Association to maintain that it is in a position to 
represent the whole profession. Might it not be better to 
adopt the suggestion of the London Panel Committee to 
‘make the Conference of Medical and Panel Committees 
autonomous and self-supporting, and then to hand over to 
the Ministry of Health Committee of the Association the 
duty of watching over the interests of the whole profes- 
sion in relation to the Insurance Acts and their develop- 
ments ?—I am, etc., 

London, W., Dec. 18th. 


CHAS. BUTTAR. 


LOCAL MEDICAL AND PANEL COMMITTEES. 
LEICESTER. 


A MEETING of the Leicester Local Medical and Panel Com- 
mittee was held on December 7th, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. R. WALLACE HENRY. 

The circular letter from the County of London Panel Com- 
mittee, containing proposals for the holding of a conference and 
the forming of an independent negotiating body, as distinct 
from the Insurance Acts Committee of the British Medical 
Association, was considered. After discussion the following 
resolution was unanimously passed: 


That the Leicester Panel Committee strongly deprecates any action 

by tne Panel Committee for the County of London, or other body, 
‘ which will impair the usefulness of the Insura ce Acts Committee 
of the British Medical Association; that the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee is representative of pane! practitioners throughout England 
and Wales, and also of the profession as a whole. and isin a much 
stronger position to negotiate with the Government than any 
purely sectional body would be; and that this Committee is 
unanimously of opinion that the proposal of the Panel Committee 
for the County of London is not in the best interests of the 
profession. 


Habal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
The following notifications are announced by the Admiralty: 
Surgeon Commander B. &. Bickford, D.S O., to the Ajax. 
Surgeon Lieutenants E. Heffernan and W. J. Morris have bee 
promoted to the rank of Surgeon Lieutenant Commander, 5 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE, 

Royat Corps. 
Lieut.-Colonel and Brevet Colonel J. M. Sloan, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
to be temporary Colonel from May 23rd, 1916, to February 4th, 1919, 
—— (substituted for notification in the London Gazette, August 
10th, 1920). 

Major A. W. A. Irwin, O.B.E., retires on retired pay, November 21st, 
1920 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette of Noveuber 
12th, 1920) 

A. Clark to be temporary Lieutenant-Colonel whilst specially 
employed. 

The notifications regarding temporary Captain Charles F. Strange 
and temporary Lieutenant William S. Gibson, which appeared in the 
London Gazette of October 25th, 1920, and November 5th, 1918, respec- 
tively, are cancelled. 

§. Oliver, late temporary Captain, to be temporary Ca:tain with 
seniority from October 21st, 1917. 

B. FitzJames Haythornthwaite to be temporary Tieutenant. 

The following officers relisquish their commissions:—Temporary 
Captains and retain the rank of Captain: C. C. Gibson, I. R. Mitchell, 
T. B. Johnstone. 


SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 
Captain W. Darling, M.C., relinquishes his commission and is 
granted the yank of Major. 

Captain E. 8S. Mawe relinquishes his commission on account of ill 
health contracted on active service, Apri! lst, 1920, and retains the 
rank of Captain (substituted for notification in the London Gazette 
of May 25th, 1920). 


OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
British WEstT INDIES REGIMENT. 
Temporary Surgeon Captain A. A. Hearne relinquishes his commis- 
sion (August 28th, 1919), and retains the rank of Surgeon Captain. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
RoyaLt Army Mrpicau Corps. 
. Captains to be Majors: J. B. Staniey, W. H. Rowell, O.B.E. 
-* Captain Win. Johnson, M.C. (ate R.A M.C.,8.R.) to be Captain, with 
precedence as from April lst, 1915. : 

Captain J. W. Wayte, M.C. (late temporary Captain, R.A.M.C.), to be 
Lieutenant. with precedence as from February 26th, 1916, and to 
relinquish the rank of Captain. 

Captain (brevet Major) W J. Wilson is restored to the establishment 
on ceasing to command Field Ambulance Section, Belfast University 
Contingent, Officers’ 'l yvaining Corps. 

Captain S$. Hughes relinquishes his commission on account of ill 
health contracied on active service, and retains the rank of Captain. 

The following officers resign their commissions:—Lieut.-Colonel 
W. M Gabri:l, T D., and retains the rank of Lieut.-Colenel, with 
permission to wear the prescribed uniform. Majors and retain the 
rank of Major: R. C. Rodgers (with permission to wear the prescri 
unitorm), R. Meger, O.B.t. Captains and retain the rank of Captain; 
G. F. Stones, W. R. M. Turtle. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE. 
Army Mepicat Corps. 
Captain (Brevet Major) W. J. Wilson, from General List, to be 
Captain (Brevet Major). 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, SURAND, LONDON, W.C.# 

Reference and Lending Library. 

THE READING KooM, in which books of reference, periodicals, 
and standard works can be consulted, is open to members 
from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. : 

LENDING LiBraky: Members are entitled to borrow books, 
including current medical works; they will be forwarded, 
if desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied 
by 1s. for each volume for postage and packing. 


Departments. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and 
Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, London), 
MEDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra, Westrand, London), 
Medical Journal (Velegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 
-ondon). 
Telephone nuinber for all Departments: Gervard 2630 (3 lines), 


ScorttisH Mrpicau Secretary: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh, 
(Telegrains: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel.: 4361 Central.) — 

MrpicaL Secretary: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublim 
(Lelegrams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association. 
JANUARY. 
Border Counties Branch: Lowther Hall, Lowther Street, 
Carlisle, 3.30 p.m. Demonstration by Major Sinclair on 
the Treatment of Fractures. 


14 ‘Fri. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 

West LONDON Post-GraDUATE CoLLEGE, Hammersmith, W.—Daily, 
0 a.m., Ward Visits; 2 p.m., In- and Out-patient Clinics and 
Operations. Wed.,10a.m., Dr. Saunders: Children; 2 p.m., Dr, 
Owen: Out-patients. Thur., 2 p.m., Dr, Stewart: Out-patients: _ 
2p.m., Mr. Baldwin: Orthopaedics. Fri.,10a.m., Dr. McDougal: 
Electrical; 2 p.m., Mr. Davis:. Throat, Nose, and Ear. Sat,, 
2 pm., Dr. Owen: Out-patients; 2 pim, My. Sinclair: Out 
Patients. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

CarLyon, T. B., M.R.C.S., L.8.A., Admiralty Surgeon and Agent for 
Balham, Tooting, Wimbledon, Mitcham, Wandsworth, and 
Battersea Districts. 

MILLER, J. W., M.D.Vict., D.P.H.Camb., Medical Officer of Health 
for Radnorshire. 

Moorr, Clifford A., M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Bristol 
Gencral Hospital. 

Suita, E. Bertram, M.B., D.P.H., Assistant Medical Odicer of Health 
for the City of Nottingham. 

Wiuson, A. Cyriax, M.RC.S., L.R.C.P., Senior Assistant Medicat 
Officer to Peckham House, and a member of the Special Neuro- 
logical Clinic, Ministry of Pensions, Grosvenor Gardens. P 

Woop, Duncan, I.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to the Bristol General 
Hospital, 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATIIS, 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths is 98., which sum should be forwarded with the 
notice not later than the first post on Tuesday morning in 
order to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS, 

Dowpatr.t..—On the 12th inst., at Holme House, Hebden Bridge, Yorks, 
to Francis J. Dowdall, M.B., Ch.b., M.O.H., and Madeleine 
Dowdall, M.B., Ch.b., 8.4.0. (née McNulty), a daughter. 

Gray.—On December 17th, at Weymouth, Joan (née Ferguson), wife 
of Dr. Adain Gray, of a daughter, who survived only a few hours. 

McRosernrt.- At Jhelum, Punjab, India, on November 13th, the wife 
of Captain G. K. McRobert, Indian Medical Service, of @ 
daughter. 

Misspaw —On September 24th, 1920, at 834, Abbassieh Street, Cairo, to 
Mrs. A. N. Misbah and Dr. A. N. Misbah, M.D.Liverpool, 
F.R.C.S.Edin., a daughter. 

PHILUIPS.—On December 2nd, 1920, at 4, Marlborough Road, Brad- 
ford, the wife of James Phillips, F.R.C.S.E., of a daughter. 
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